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BRITISH COLUMBIA BECOMES A CROWN COLONY

Govenor James Douglas in the Big House at Fort Langley Reading the Proclamation that Declared British Columbia
a Crown Colony, 19 November 1858
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THE GOLD RUSH
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
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NON-INDIAN SUMMER POPULATION, 1863
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SUMMARY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA & VANCOUVER ISLAND STAMP ISSUES

Issue Date Stamp Design
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All Stamps were Printed by Thomas De La Rue & Co. Ltd., London, England



DE LA RUE & CO. LTD., LONDON, ENGLAND
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Thomas De La Rue, 1793-1866  Warren De La Rue, 1815-1889  Warren William De La Rue, 1847-1921

Reference: The De La Rue History of British & Foreign Postage Stamps 1855 to 1901, J Eaton, 1958



DE LA RUE - YOUNG QUEEN VICTORIA HEADS
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1837 Wyon Medal Jean Ferdinand Joubert, 1810-1884

1855 — Original Die Used for GB 1860 - First Colonial Die Used for BC & VI 1865 - Second Colonial Die Used for VI
Diadem - Crosses & Roses Diadem - Cross, Fleur-de-Lys & Shamrock Diadem - Balls, Thistles & Shamrock

References: Royal 2019 Exhibit by Stuart Reddington; British Postal Museum & Archive website; Siegal Auctions, February 2003



DIE PREPARED FOR JOINT BC & VI STAMP

Original GB Die with Diadem Progressive Die Proof for Re- Finished Die Proof for Re-engraved
Removed, 3 April 1859 engraved Diadem, September 1859 Diadem

Unfinished Die, 24 November 1859 Issued Stamp, March1860

References: The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987; Fundamentals of Philately, LN & M
Williams, 1971



DE LA RUE PRINTING PROCESS FOR BC & VI STAMPS
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‘ups” and ‘downs’

Relief or Surface Printing Process

PAPER.
(b)

CC Watermark Found on Most
BC & VI Stamp Issues

(2)
(a) Diagram of a letter press block; (b) cross-section showing

Single Line Comb Perforator - dlsassembled

Images on Wire Mesh

Dandy Roll with Multiple Watermark

De La Rue Crown Agents Sheet Layout
for 240 Subjects in Four Panes

Hole Plate (top), Pin Plate (bottom)
References: Fundamentals of Philately, W.S. Boggs, 1955; Fundamentals of Philately, LN &M Williams, 1971; Stanley Gibbons Canada & Provinces Catalogue, 2016;

Postage Stamps in the Making, F.J. Melville, 1916



1859 UNISSUED JOINT STAMP OF BC & VI

Strip from Bottom Right Pane of Unissued Imperforate Sheet

s CIMEN

o

A AP i s s i
Various Specimen Overprints

1862 Reprint

References: Eaton & Sons Auction, October 1988; Eastern Auctions February 2019, June 2017, November 2018
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Only Known 2%.d Stamp Sheet - “The Mayfair Find”

Lower Right Block from Lower Right Pane

References: Eastern Auctions March 2011, June 2019; H.R Harmer Auction, November 1925



1860 - THE 2%D. PERFORATED 14: UNUSED SHADES
Tﬂa colour For this stamp was taken from the Crown Agent's /860 'Scheme of colocrs
for a’uatrhp viarrous values of Colonmal Séamps : =~ 2WHa Pole Pink ™

Although only one printing was made (98¢ sheels probably took two days)
Several mikes of Colour were wsed, reswviting s a Oiversity OF shades.

Dhertt Lfpc-rage

(Mote: Durt clingy shades preciominale; deep bright colowrs are rore ).
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1865 10¢ QUEEN VICTORIA VANCOUVER ISLAND STAMP

[VANCOUVER ISLAND|
e |

T SCAK
7z el
'l |‘_
| “
N A
N\ Al
,:\\\‘ ../"-‘
I}"'ﬁ\‘ = - /"_’*‘_‘ l‘
\nk TEN CENTSIE

Proof Taken After Hardening the Die
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De La Rue Reference Copies

Issued Stamps
References: Eastern Auctions, February 2019, November 2018; The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn
Collection, 1987



1865

THE TeN CENTS VANCOUVER [sLAND Perr 14 =~ VARIETIES

PLATE VARIETIES

Broken circle, constant  Corner flaw - see imperf

PRINTING FLAWS

Blateh frant of chn Dot in LPAND Dot in € White Streak

INYERTED WATERMARKS
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF VANCOUVER ISLAND STAMPS

POST OFFICE NOTICE.

Public Notice is hereby given, that
in all cases of letters posted, the Co-
lonial Postage must be pre-paid, in
Colonial Stamps, otherwise the let-
ters will not be forwarded.

By order of His Excellency the
Governor, :

Hengy WoorToN
Postmaster.

Post Office, Victoria, z
19th Sept., 1865.

Henry Wootton, Vancouver Island Postmaster
October 1861 - November 1866 Newspaper Announcement
in Victoria Daily Evening Post

Covox1aL Postace—The ["ostmaster gives
notice that the colomal postage must be pre-
paid in colonial stamps on all letters posted,
otherwige they will not be forwarded.

Newspaper Announcement
29 Sep 1865 in The Daily British Colonist

o4 /;,f/ﬁmz

Soex p 20

Srro Yottt

Intercolonial Cover Rated 35¢ in Imperforate Stamps

Cover to England Rated 30¢ in Perforated Stamps

References: A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928; The Stamps & Postal History of
Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987; Eaton & Sons Auction, October 1988; Siegal Auction, June 2014



PUBLIC NOTICE.

JROM and after the 1st Jannary, 1863, all let- :
ters and papers leaving the General Post
Office, New Westminster, will have the date on
which they are dispatched stampedon the envelope. !
WARNER R. SPALDING, J.P.,

Postmaster General, B. C.
General Post Office, New Westminster, 30th Dec., 1862,

PUBLIC NOTICE.

On and after the 20th day of June 1864 all letters and mail
matter liable to postage must be prepaid.

Until other stamps shall have been substituted there will be
issued for the prepayment of postage the postage stamps at present
in use bearing the mark 214d, for which the sum of three-pence will
in future be charged.

WaRrNER R. SpaLpiNg,
Postmaster General.
General Post Office,
May 13th, 1864.

INSTRUCTIONS

TO

POSTMASTERS.

1. Every Postmaster will consider himself the Agent of the
Department in regard to its affairs in his immediate vicinity.
so far as to carefully observe, and promptly report to it every-
thing tending to affeet its interests, efficiency. and utility.

2. It is especially expeeted that he will kee i
upon the manner in which the M
his Office. This i

3. If a Mail Carrier, having the Mail in charge. become in-
toxicated, he will instantly dismiss him,’employ another at the
expense of the Contractor, and report the facts to the De-
partment. 5 :

4. He will report promptly all irregularities of Mail Carri-
ers in charge of the Mail, and the eauses when known,

5. If the Mail be carried on horseback, he will see that it

~he properly secured from wet.

6. He will also observe how Mails are carried by any
Steamer lan near his Office, and will report to the Gene-
ral Post Office every ease in which he finds them exposed on
deck, or not secured in some proper place under lock and key.

7. Postmasters will be careful to report all instances in
which the Mails are carried, without being secured from the
weather, as above direeted.

8, When the Mail stops over-night, where there is a Post
Office, it must be kept in the Office. :

9. Postmasters will report any irregularity in the arrival
of the Mails at their Station.

WARNER R. SPALDING, J. P,
Postmaster General.
General Post Oftice,
Britizh Columbia.
Lt duly, 1862




NOTICE.

General Post Office,
New westminster,
28th September, 1865.

having been found necessary to issue a new

Postage Stamp to meet the requirements of the
Postal Ordinance, 1864, notice is hereby given that
from and after the Ist November next, the stamp at
present in use will not be received by rthe Post
Office Department.

Persons in possession of the stamp at present in
in use may exchange the same on application at any
of the Post Offices in British Columbia, on and after
the |Ist. Movember

Warner R Spalding,
Postmaster General.




1865-69 - THREE PENCE: TPLATE VARIETIES AND FLAWS

7en plate flaws appear to be constant on the 3d. plate, inclucing /ater surcharged printings.

. ROSE . 2. CROWN 3 FrRAME (1) BARS THROUGH ROSE
4, exTenoEs U
—

B
5. FLAW UNDER U

-

4th stamp 1 boltom row of upper left pane.

(z) BROKEN CROWN

Due ro the excellence of De laRuels
,Df/'ﬂclh'?, polate varreéres are rarely
Ffound on their surface printed séamps.

(3) BROKEN TOP FRAME AT RIGHT

Fosréron Positon rnoé krown.
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Britisa CoLumBia,
CoLoNIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
10th July, 1867.

amabbacally
e
L oNE|!

GENTLEMEN,—I am directed by the Governor to request that a &
supply of postage stamps of the same pattern as those already in [
use in the Colony, but of an enfaced value of Two Cents, and y (1
coloured brown, may be forwarded overland as soon as possible, 4
to the amount of about two millions. 1

I have, &c., 1

ArTHUR N. Bircr,

The Crown Agents,
&e., &e, &

e
f
2



Britisa CoLumsia,
CoLoNIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
12th November, 1868.
GENTLEMEN,—A recent change in the postal system between this
Colony and the Mother Country renders it necessary to provide
postage stamps of various denominations not now possessed by the

Colony.

The Governor hopes, however, that it will not be necessary to
provide more than one die of a distinctive pattern which will answer
for all the denominations of stamps required, no value being engraved
on it but the different values being overprinted as has recently been
done in the case of the Two Cents stamps; and the various stamps
being distinguished by the different colours. '

It may be, however, that even the fresh expense of one new die
will be avoided by utilizing the existing die, in removing therefrom
the words “Three Pence” and thus leaving a blank space upon
which the value of the stamps can be overprinted. If this course is
found practicable I am to request that it may be adopted. I attach
in the margin a specimen stamp to illustrate more clearly what is
proposed. )

The quantities of stamps and the different denominations required
are as follows:—

Colour. Number of Sheets Required. Denomination.

Green 500 sheets of 240 multiples from
B.C. postage plate to be overprinted
with words One Dollar.
Lt. Yellow | 1500 do. ; - Fifty Cents.
Blue 2000 do. . ; Twenty-five Cents.
Orange 1000 do. ; ; Ten Cents.
Red 1000 do. ’ i | Five Cents.

As the stamps are pressingly required I have to request that they
may be forwarded as soon as completed via Panama and that an
invoice be transmitted to the Customs House at San Francisco
through the hands of the forwarding agents in London.

I have, &c.,

The Crown Agents for WrirLiam A. G. Youne.
the Colonies. ; '
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FURTHER SHIPMENT OF SURCHARGED STAMPS
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Issued 29 May 1869 Never Issued Issued 21 July 1869 Issued 23 February 1871 Never Issued
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Victoria Drop Letter Rated 5¢, Postmarked 12 Sep 1870 Cover to England Rated 25¢, Postmarked 23 Jun 1870
References: The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987; Eastern Auctions February 2019



LONDON : 110 BUNHILL ROW, EC.
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* Post Ofico AfMatrs.

— ——

Gilbert E Gniffin, Erq, Post Office Inspeo-
tor of the Western Division of Canada, who

csme on the Sparrowhawk, will at ooce
procoed to put Pustal mattors in this Pro-
vince upon & sstisfac.ory basis, Mr Griffiv,
who will remaio in the Province a few weels,
has beon thirty yearssn the Postal service of
Capueio nod is o brother 1o W Heory Grit-
in, Doputy Postnasier eoersl of ine Do-
mioiop, nod to Mr Unfio whoss nawe bas
passad into histery from hic< connectivo
with the origin of 1he Sao Juao dispate.
A coatract has been made by Mr
Griflin with the owners of the Prioco Allred
for o eemi-montbly mail service belween San
Frapeizeo ard Vietoria, the sieamer 10 leave
San Francisco oo the lst and 1Hh of each
month and to ramaio at least 48 houra at
Victoria, 7Ths cootract will last four mooth

The Canadiao Postal Rates come into oper

ation to day, so that, in place ol payiog iha
lata Ligh rates, we shall pay oo lett«ra 3
centa tu aoy part of the Provinca end Cana-
ds, snd 6 centa to the Uoited Kingdom and
the Uunited States. Postel cards may be
bod at the Post Office by means of which
sbort messages may be eent to noy part cf
Capada fur one cent. The full postal rales
were published in Tue Cononusr o law daye
ago.

| —

-y

Post Office Notice.

PORTAGE STAMPMY OF ALIL DEXNOMI-
NATIONS are now for Bale at the Yicloria and New
Weatminster Mogt Olflces.

Thes Rate of Pastage to ull places In the Dominlon of
Cavads |s THAREE CENTHS prepiid— FIVE
CENTAN unpa!d—per half ounce. '

Tha Rate of Postage to the Unlted Siates 18 STX
OENTS prepald—TEN CEN1BE unpaid—por hall
ounee, '

The Rate of Postage to the United Klngdom s 81X
CENTS, CRESr i)

All Newspapers to places In the Dominion of .Canada
must be Prepald ONE CUENT cac

To places In the Unlted States 'T'W O OENTS cach

To tho United Kingdom 'B''WO OENTHSH each.

Postal Cards cau be used only to plages in the Dominion
of Canada—the face of the Gard must conlain only the
addreas; the back of the Card can have anything writien
of printed on {t. The Jards can only be uged oroo and
must bave nothing whatever atiashod thoreto, and
nothing written of an Immoral or improper characier,

The Port OMce Iuepector bhas an OMce at the Victoria
Post OMce and the public are invited to apply to bhim for
any {oformatjon they may require.

GILBERT GRIFFIN,

' Post Office Inapecter.
Victoria, B, C., 16th Aug , 1871 aul7 3t




BRITISH COLUMBIA & VANCOUVER ISLAND STAMP QUANTITIES

Denomination I[s)zltjee %l:;rzgéy Cf;:l:\éléy Remainders
PAZTe March 1860 235,440 235,440 0
5¢ 19 September 1865 114,000 114,000 0
10¢ 19 September 1865 111,360 45,929 65,431
3d blue 1 November 1865 111,360 111,360 0
3d light (pale) blue 19 July 1867 1,063,440 209,635 853,805
2¢ surcharge p14 22 January 1868 2,115,600 73,375 2,042,225
5¢ surcharge p12%; 12 March 1869 4,800 4,800 0
10¢ surcharge p12%2 12 March 1869 4,800 3,700 1,100
25¢ surcharge p12'2 12 March 1869 4,800 4,800 0
50¢ surcharge p12'- 12 March 1869 4,800 4,800 0
$1 surcharge p12% 12 March 1869 4,800 3,046 1,754
5¢ surcharge p14 29 May 1869 244,320 28,887 215,433
10¢ surcharge p14 Not Issued 241,920 0 241,920 M
25¢ surcharge p14 21 July 1869 497,280 33,016 464,264
50¢ surcharge p14 23 February 1871 371,760 1,557 370,203
$1 surcharge p14 Not Issued 117,600 0 117,600 ()

(1) According to Deaville a quantity of the 10¢ and $1 values is thought to have been sold to stamp dealers
before being destroyed.

Reference: A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928



THIS BRITISH COLUMBIA STAMP WAS RETAINED
BY MY FATHER, MR. EENRY WOOTTON, POSTMASTER,
AT THEE TIME THE COLONIAL STAMPS WERE BURNED
AT EEACON HILL PARK, VICTORIA, VANCOUVER ISD.,
ON AUGUST 24TH./1871.°

Hewls.

VICTORIA, B.C.
JUNE 22/1943.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I WAS PRESENT mv'm SEE THE
WITHIN NAMED ANVIE S. KING, MY MOTHER, AFFIX ‘

SIGNATURE TO THE ABOVE g:r NT. \_r .
‘......‘.1?7.. ..r.. ey P

beclared before me by Henry H. King

TR at the City of Victoria, “rovinee of
OLp Conony Postan Sraur: — Poastal British Columbia, this 28th. day of

stamps of the defauct colony of British
Columbia, reprala;hipg’twulvu tbousand five

"hundred dollars, fave been handed over Lo
h_lr Grifio for dextruction,

SRolory Public in and for the
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BRITISH COLUMBIA & VANCOUVER ISLAND FORGERIES

-~ n i
b o s

Spiro Lithograph Spiro Lithograph Reproduction cut Spiro Lithograph
(Pugh type I) (Pugh type I) from 1954 book (Pugh type II)

L B aie i e e gn e i e o 4

;
2 CENTS 10 CENTS
Spiro Lithograph Spiro Lithograph Spiro Lithograph Spiro Lithograph Spiro Lithograph
(Pugh type I1) (Pugh type 1) (Pugh type 1) (Pugh type 1) (Pugh type )

LDOLLAR
Al ARSI L

PPR—

Spiro Lithograph Spiro Lithograph Spiro Lithograph Spiro Lithograph Eaton Lithograph
(Pugh type I1) (Pugh type I (Pugh type I1) (Pugh type I1) (Pugh type 1V)

Reference: Morten Munck World Stamp Forgeries website for 2%4d stamps



BRITISH COLUMBIA & VANCOUVER ISLAND HANDSTAMPS

Victoria 1858-59 Victoria 1858-59 Victoria 1859-60
/’Posr OFFICE R0ST OFFIcy
< PAID g o NANAIMO
P Y 4
ORIA VANCOUVER & COuveR iSLP";
Victoria 1863-71 Nanaimo 1863-71

New Westminster 1863-68 New Westminster 1868-71 New Westminster 1871 Victoria 1868-71

References: A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928; G.E. Wellburn, BNA Topics,
vol 7, no 1, January 1950
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Robson Lowe Ltd, London UK, 1973

The Stamps and Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, 1849-1871, The Gerald
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Munck, M., World Stamp Forgeries website:
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