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HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

References:  Garry Little Maps (http://www.garylittle.ca/maps-historic/bc1858.html), accessed 29 November 2019; A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and 
Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928; Wikipedia 

Date Event 

1849, Jan Vancouver Island Becomes a 

Crown Colony 

1858, Apr Fraser River Gold Rush 

1858, Aug British Columbia Becomes a 

Separate Crown Colony 

1860, Apr First Joint 2½d Stamp Issued 

1860, Jul Separate Postal Administration 

Created for Each Colony 

1862, Jul Cariboo Gold Rush 

1865, Sep Vancouver Island Issues 5¢ & 10¢ 

Stamps 

1865, Nov British Columbia Issues 3d Stamp 

1866, Jan British Columbia Adopts Decimal 

Currency 

1866, Aug Colonies Unite as British Columbia 

1867, Apr Postal Services United 

1869, Mar Surcharged Cents Stamps Issued 

1871, Jul British Columbia Joins 

Confederation 

1871, Aug Canadian Stamps Sold in British 

Columbia 
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1858 Map of British Columbia 



Govenor James Douglas in the Big House at Fort Langley Reading the Proclamation that Declared British Columbia 

a Crown Colony, 19 November 1858 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  BECOMES  A  CROWN  COLONY 
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MAP  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  1858-59  GOLD  RUSH 

Fort Langley was the Capital of British Columbia In 1858  

Reference:  The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987 4 



NON-INDIAN  POPULATION  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

British Columbia Joined Confederation in 1871  

Reference:  R.C. Harris,  J. Warkentin, Canada Before Confederation, 1995 

Town 

1863 

Summer 

Population 

1867 

Population 

Barkerville 3000 1000 

Clinton 50 50 

Douglas 400 0 

Esquimalt 50 400 

Hope 50 200 

Lillooet 300 250 

Lytton 200 300 

Moodyville 0 200 

Naniamo 400 700 

New Westminster 1200 600 

Quesnel 200 50 

Soda Creek 50 50 

Victoria 6000 3800 

Yale 800 500 
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SUMMARY  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  &  VANCOUVER  ISLAND  STAMP  ISSUES 

Issue Date Stamp Design 

March 1860 

19 September 

1865 - perf 14 

+ 

imperforate 

 

1 November 1865 

1868 - 1871 

perf 14 

 

12 March 1869 - 

perf 12½ 

All Stamps were Printed by Thomas De La Rue & Co. Ltd., London, England 
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DE  LA  RUE  &  CO.  LTD.,  LONDON,  ENGLAND 

Reference: The De La Rue History of British & Foreign Postage Stamps 1855 to 1901, J Eaton, 1958 

Warren De La Rue, 1815-1889 Thomas De La Rue, 1793-1866 

De La Rue Printing Works, 110 Bunkhill Row, 1856 

Warren William De La Rue, 1847-1921 
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DE  LA  RUE  -  YOUNG  QUEEN  VICTORIA  HEADS 

References: Royal 2019 Exhibit by Stuart Reddington; British Postal Museum & Archive website; Siegal Auctions, February 2003 

Jean Ferdinand Joubert, 1810-1884 1837 Wyon Medal 

1855 – Original Die Used for GB 

Diadem - Crosses & Roses 

1860 - First Colonial Die Used for BC & VI 

Diadem - Cross, Fleur-de-Lys & Shamrock 

1865 - Second Colonial Die Used for VI 

Diadem - Balls, Thistles & Shamrock 
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DIE  PREPARED  FOR  JOINT  BC  &  VI  STAMP 

References: The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987; Fundamentals of Philately, LN & M 
Williams, 1971 

Unfinished Die, 24 November 1859 

Progressive Die Proof for Re-

engraved Diadem, September 1859 
Original GB Die with Diadem 

Removed, 3 April 1859 

Issued Stamp, March1860 

Finished Die Proof for Re-engraved 

Diadem 
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DE  LA  RUE  PRINTING  PROCESS  FOR  BC  &  VI  STAMPS 

References: Fundamentals of Philately, W.S. Boggs, 1955; Fundamentals of Philately, LN &M Williams, 1971; Stanley Gibbons Canada & Provinces Catalogue, 2016; 
Postage Stamps in the Making, F.J. Melville, 1916  

De La Rue Crown Agents Sheet Layout 

for 240 Subjects in Four Panes 

Relief or Surface Printing Process 

CC Watermark Found on Most 

BC & VI Stamp Issues 

Dandy Roll with Multiple Watermark 

Images on Wire Mesh 
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Single Line Comb Perforator - dIsassembled 

Hole Plate (top), Pin Plate (bottom) 



1859  UNISSUED  JOINT  STAMP  OF  BC  &  VI 

References: Eaton & Sons Auction, October 1988; Eastern Auctions February 2019, June 2017, November 2018  

Strip from Bottom Right Pane of Unissued Imperforate Sheet  

Various Specimen Overprints 
1862 Reprint 
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LAYOUT  OF  1860  JOINT  STAMP  ISSUE  OF  BC  &  VI 

References: Eastern Auctions March 2011, June 2019; H.R Harmer Auction, November 1925  

Block from Left Centre of Sheet 
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Only Known 2½d Stamp Sheet - “The Mayfair Find”  Lower Right Block from Lower Right Pane 



SOME  2½d  SHADES 

Reference: G. Wellburn Collection Page, Eastern Auctions, June 2017 
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SOME  2½d  PLATE  FLAWS  &  PRINTING  VARIETIES 

Reference: G. Wellburn Collection Page, Eastern Auctions, June 2017 
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1860  JOINT  STAMP  ISSUE  OF  BC  &  VI 

References: A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928; The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver 
Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987  

Inter-Colonial Cover with 2½d Stamp 
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Double-weight Cover with 5d to Pay Colonial Portion 

William Driscoll Gosset, Acting Postmaster 

General, British Columbia & Vancouver Island 

June 1859 - July 1860  Victoria Post Office Built in 1858 (photo taken 1871) 



1865  5¢  QUEEN  VICTORIA  VANCOUVER  ISLAND  STAMP 

References: Eastern Auctions, June 2019, February 2019; The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987  16 

Issued Stamps 

Proofs Taken Before and After Hardening the Die 

De La Rue Reference Copies 



1865  10¢  QUEEN  VICTORIA  VANCOUVER  ISLAND  STAMP 

References:  Eastern Auctions, February 2019, November 2018; The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn 
Collection, 1987 
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Issued Stamps 

Proof Taken After Hardening the Die 

De La Rue Reference Copies 



SOME  10¢  PLATE  FLAWS  &  PRINTING  VARIETIES 

Reference: G. Wellburn Collection Page, Eastern Auctions, June 2017 18 



ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  VANCOUVER  ISLAND  STAMPS 

References: A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928; The Stamps & Postal History of 
Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987; Eaton & Sons Auction, October 1988;  Siegal Auction, June 2014 
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Cover to England Rated 30¢ in Perforated Stamps 

Henry Wootton, Vancouver Island Postmaster 

October 1861 - November 1866 

Intercolonial Cover Rated 35¢ in Imperforate Stamps 

Newspaper Announcement 

 in Victoria Daily Evening Post 

Newspaper Announcement 

 29 Sep 1865 in The Daily British Colonist 



PRELUDE  TO  THE  NEXT  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  STAMP 

References: A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928; The Government Gazette, British 
Columbia online; The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987  
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First Instructions to Postmasters to 

Regulate Express Company Peformance 

Warner Reeve Spalding, New Westminster PM, Apr - Nov 1859, 

British Columbia Postmaster, Jul 1860 - Mar 1864, 

Postmaster General British Columbia Apr 1864 - Apr 1866  

The Government Gazette, British Columbia 

vol. 2, no. 10,  8 August 1863 



3d  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  STAMP 

References: Kelly Badges website, The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987; Eastern 
Auctions, November 2018, June 2109 
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Royal Engineer Uniform Button, 

1855 to 1901 

Progressive Die Proof 

Pen & Ink Sketch 

for Proposed Stamp 

Finished Die Proof 
Public Announcement of 3d Stamp (transcription) 

Issued Stamp 



SOME  3d  PLATE  FLAWS  &  PRINTING  VARIETIES 

Reference: The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987  22 



3d  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  STAMP  PRINTINGS 

References: Eastern Auctions, June 2019, Siegal Auctions November 2016; The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald 
Wellburn Collection, 1987 
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Part of Marginal Watermark “CROWN COLONIES”  

Blue Shade - 1865 Pale Blue Shade - 1867 

Intercolonial Rate – New Westminster to Victoria 

(backstamped 7 Nov 1866) 
Intercolonial Rate  - Victoria to New Westminster 

(1 Mar 1866) 



REQUEST  FOR  2¢  VALUE  STAMP 
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1867 Request for 2c Overprinted Stamp 

Reference: A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928, eBay image 

Arthur Thomas Bushby, Acting Postmaster General, 

British Columbia April 1866 - July 1871 

New Westminster Post Office, about 1871 

BC - Issued 1868 

Comb Perforated 14 
St Helena - Issued 1864 

Line Perforated 12½ 



REQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  DECIMAL  VALUE  STAMPS 
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First Sheets of All Values - Line Perforated 12½ 

References: A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928; Siegal Auctions, June 2015 

1868 Request for 5¢, 10¢, 25¢, 50¢, $1 Values 

Cover to England Rated 50¢, Postmarked 11 June 1869  



FURTHER  SHIPMENT  OF  SURCHARGED  STAMPS 

26 
Cover to England Rated 25¢, Postmarked 23 Jun 1870 

References: The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987; Eastern Auctions February 2019   

Issued 29 May 1869 Never Issued Issued 21 July 1869 Issued 23 February 1871 Never Issued 

Victoria Drop Letter Rated 5¢, Postmarked 12 Sep 1870 

Overprinted De La Rue Record Copies 



1869  DE  LA  RUE  INVOICE  FOR  SURCHARGED  STAMPS 

Reference: The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987 
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Sample Set of Surcharged Stamps 

Retained in De La Rue Record Book  De La Rue Invoice for Surcharged Stamps 



AVAILABILITY  OF  CANADIAN  STAMPS  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Reference:  The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987; The British Colonist online 
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Newspaper Article, The Daily British Colonist 

15 August 1871 
Newspaper Notice, The Daily British Colonist 

16 August 1871 



BRITISH  COLUMBIA  &  VANCOUVER  ISLAND  STAMP  QUANTITIES 

  

Denomination 
Issue 

Date 

Quantity 

Printed 

Quantity 

Issued 
Remainders 

2½d March 1860 235,440 235,440 0 

5¢ 19 September 1865 114,000 114,000 0 

10¢ 19 September 1865 111,360 45,929 65,431 

3d blue 1 November 1865 111,360 111,360 0 

3d light (pale) blue 19 July 1867 1,063,440 209,635 853,805 

2¢ surcharge p14 22 January 1868 2,115,600 73,375 2,042,225 

5¢ surcharge p12½ 12 March 1869 4,800 4,800 0 

10¢ surcharge p12½ 12 March 1869 4,800 3,700 1,100 

25¢ surcharge p12½ 12 March 1869 4,800 4,800 0 

50¢ surcharge p12½ 12 March 1869 4,800 4,800 0 

$1 surcharge p12½ 12 March 1869 4,800 3,046 1,754 

5¢ surcharge p14 29 May 1869 244,320 28,887 215,433 

10¢ surcharge p14 Not Issued 241,920 0 241,920 (1) 

25¢ surcharge p14 21 July 1869 497,280 33,016 464,264 

50¢ surcharge p14 23 February 1871 371,760 1,557 370,203 

$1 surcharge p14 Not Issued 117,600 0 117,600 (1) 

Reference: A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928  

(1)  According to Deaville a quantity of the 10¢ and $1 values is thought to have been sold to stamp dealers 

before being destroyed. 
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DESTRUCTION  OF  SURCHARGED  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  STAMPS  -  I 

References:  The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987; The British Colonist online 30 

Affidavit Concerning Stamp Destruction 

by Henry Wootton’s Daughter Dated 22 June 1943 

Newspaper Article, The Daily British Colonist 

25 August 1871 

Copy of Destruction Certificate Dated 24 August 1871 

Retained in Victoria, BC 



DESTRUCTION  OF  SURCHARGED  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  STAMPS  -  II 

Reference:  The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987 
31 

Destruction Certificate Dated 26 August 1871 Pen-cancelled Record Copies of Stamps Destroyed 

26 August 1871 



BRITISH  COLUMBIA  &  VANCOUVER  ISLAND  FORGERIES 

Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type I) 

Reference: Morten Munck World Stamp Forgeries website for 2½d stamps 32 

Reproduction cut 

from 1954 book 
Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type II) 

Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type II) 
Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type I) 

Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type I) 

Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type I) 
Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type I) 

Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type II) 
Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type I) 
Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type II) 

Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type II) 
Eaton Lithograph 

(Pugh type IV) 

Spiro Lithograph 

(Pugh type I) 



BRITISH  COLUMBIA  &  VANCOUVER  ISLAND  HANDSTAMPS 

Victoria 1858-59 

References: A.S. Deaville, The Colonial Postal Systems and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 1928; G.E. Wellburn, BNA Topics, 
vol 7, no 1, January 1950 
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Victoria 1858-59 Victoria 1859-60 Victoria 1860-71 

Victoria 1863-71 Nanaimo 1863-71 New Westminster 1860-71 

New Westminster 1863-68 New Westminster 1868-71 New Westminster 1871 Victoria 1868-71 



NUMERAL  CANCELS  &  ASSOCIATED  TOWNS 

References: The Stamps & Postal History of Vancouver Island & British Columbia, The Gerald Wellburn Collection, 1987;  J.M. Wallace,  British Columbia 
& Vancouver Island, BNAPS Exhibit Series #52 (rev), November 2011 
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Canceller 

(defaced) 
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