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JUBILEE  ISSUE  REPRESENTED  A  SERIES  OF  FIRSTS  FOR  CANADA 

• First and longest commemorative stamp issue 

• First issue with denominations up to $5 

• First stamp issue printed by the American Bank Note Co. (ABN) in 

Ottawa. ABN had been awarded a new contract to replace the British 

American Bank Note Co. (BABN) contract that had expired on 22 April 

1897 

• First time that plate numbers appeared on sheets of Canadian stamps 

• First time that Canadian stamps were printed in sheets of 50 rather than 

100 subjects 

• The 1¢ Diamond Jubilee post card was the first and only 

commemorative postal stationery (printed by BABN and not ABN) 
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INSPIRATION  FOR  YOUNGER  QUEEN  PORTRAIT 

Alfred Edward Chalon Painting of 1837 
Samuel Cousins 1838 Engraving 

Widely Distributed to the Public 

William Humphreys 1855 Engraving 

for Perkins Bacon 

References: Wikipedia; London Philatelist Jun 1897; BNAPS Pratt Collection 
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YOUNGER  QUEEN  PORTRAIT 

Humphreys Engraving on 

1871 6p NZ  
Cousins Engraving Detail 

References: Sparks Auction, Sep 2017; eBay; UK National Archives; UK National Portrait Gallery 

1859 Canada 12½¢ - Same 

Vignette Engraving 

1897 Canada 3¢ (image reversed) 

Newly Engraved by ABN in NY 
1851 Canada 12d 

Engraved by Alfred Jones of 

Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson 

1857 Canada 7½d - Same 

Vignette Engraving 
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OLDER  QUEEN  PORTRAIT  CONFUSION 

Alexander Bassano Photograph of 1882 used by ABN Baron Heinrich von Angeli Painting of 1885 often claimed 

Official photograph taken 

in 1893 to mark Diamond 

Jubilee of 1897 and 

deliberately not 

copyrighted to ensure its 

wide distribution and use 

Book/Catalogue Image Claimed for Older Queen 

Howes (1911) von Angeli painting from 1886 

Boggs (1945) von Angeli painting from 1862 

Patrick (1964) Bassano not dated 

Hansen (1973) von Angeli painting from 1862 

Robson (1973) von Angeli painting from 1886 

Unitrade (2006) von Angeli not dated 

Unitrade (2007 on) Bassano not dated 

References: Royal Collection Trust; UK National Portrait Gallery 
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von ANGELI  PORTRAIT  USED  ON  UK  POSTCARDS 

Baron Heinrich von Angeli 

Painting of 1885 

3d UK Postcard Issued in 1889 

1d UK Postcard Issued in 1892 

Cards Printed by De La Rue 

References: eBay, Jun 2017; Royal Collection Trust 
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QUEEN  VICTORIA  DIAMOND  JUBILEE  DESIGN  PROPOSALS 

References: LAC  (as stated by H. Reiche in Maple Leaves, Jun 1986); C .A. Howes, Canadian Postage Stamps, 1911; Philatelic Record, May 1897 

A Proposed Design for a 3¢ Stamp Sketched by A.G. Allison -  the centre to contain 

Queen Victoria’s portrait and overall stamp to be about 4.5 cm high by 2.5 cm wide 

~15 Mar 1897 – PMG proposes a new 

oblong 3¢ Jubilee stamp to 

commemorate the Diamond Jubilee 

and sends sketch to ABN 

7 



PEREIRA  ESSAYS  FOR  STAMP  DESIGN 

Approved Design as Issued 

Reference: LAC website 

Lyndewode Charles Pereira, designer, was at Department of the Interior in Ottawa 

and was assisted by the artist Peleg Franklin Brownell on the approved design 
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ENGRAVED  VIGNETTE  DIE  PROOFS 

Based on Alfred Edward Chalon Head Portrait of 1837 Based on Alexander Bassano Photograph of 1882 

Reference: Brigham Auction, June 2014 (caption for right image corrected from “Baron von Angelo portrait 1885”) 
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QUEEN  VICTORIA  DIAMOND  JUBILEE  ISSUE  ANNOUNCED 

References: LAC website; Philatelic Record, UK,  Jun 1897; 
C .A. Howes, Canadian Postage Stamps, 1911 

• Total Value per Set will be $16.21½ (including 

the 1¢ Post Card) 

• Plates will be Destroyed after All Stamps Printed 

• PMG Advises Parliament on 20 May that a 

Limited Quantity of Jubilee Stamps will be Issued 

• Public may Purchase Stamps through Postmasters 

Starting on 19 June 1897 

• Supply Expected to Last Two to Three Months if No 

Other Stamps Used by the Public 
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Reference: LAC website (photo by William Topley Studio, Nov 1897)  

AMERICAN  BANK  NOTE  CO.,  OTTAWA,  1897 

220-228 Wellington St (west of Bank St) 
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Reference: LAC website  

POSTMASTERS  FIRST ADVISED  OF  NEW  JUBILEE  ISSUE 

• Postmasters Advised on 28 May of 

Special Limited Issue of Jubilee Stamps 

• Postmasters Will Receive a Reasonable 

Supply 

• Postmasters May Requisition More Until 

Limited Supply is Exhausted 

• Denominations of $1 and Above Will Only 

be Sent at Postmaster’s Specific Request 
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JUBILEE  QUANTITIES  PRINTED  &  ISSUED 

  

Denomination Quantity Printed Quantity Issued 

Half Cent 150,000 same 

One Cent 8,000,000 same 

Two Cents 2,500,000 same 

Three Cents 20,000,000 same 

Five Cents 750,000 same 

Six Cents 75,000 same 

Eight Cents 200,000 same 

Ten Cents 150,000 same 

Fifteen Cents 100,000 same 

Twenty Cents 100,000 same 

Fifty Cents 100,000 same 

One Dollar 25,000 26,700(1)/24,900(2) 

Two Dollars 25,000 27,052(1)/25,000(2) 

Three Dollars 25,000 9,515(1)/13,500(2) 

Four Dollars 25,000 9,937(1)/14,500(2) 

Five Dollars 25,000 12,660(1)/16,500(2) 

(1)  Quantities given in both Howes (1911) and Boggs (1945) books 

(2)  Quantities given in Robson Lowe (1973) book and Unitrade (2017)  

catalogue, except for $5 where the former states 15,500 
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JUBILEE  PLATE  LAYOUTS 

½¢ to 5¢ and 8¢ were Printed in a 10 x 10 

Layout on Horizontal Wove Paper 
6¢ and 10¢ to $5 were Printed in a  5 x 10 

Layout on Vertical Wove Paper  

Reference: Boggs, Winthrop S., The Postage Stamps and Postal History of Canada, vol II, 1945  
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JUBILEE  PLATE  NUMBERS  ASSIGNED 

  

Denomination Plate Numbers 

Half Cent 9 

One Cent 5, 6, 15, 16 

Two Cents 7, 8 

Three Cents 1–4, 11-14, 28, 29 

Five Cents 10 

Six Cents 17 

Eight Cents 20 

Ten Cents 19 

Fifteen Cents 18 

Twenty Cents 21 

Fifty Cents 23 

One Dollar 27 

Two Dollars 26 

Three Dollars 24 

Four Dollars 22 

Five Dollars 25 

Printed in Order of Plate Numbers 

References: Eastern Auctions, Jun 2017; Brigham Auctions,  Jun 2014, Jun 2016 15 



DIE  AND  PLATE  PROOFS  FOR  JUBILEE  ISSUE 

Early Die Proof with ABN Imprint 

Reference: Eastern Auction, Jun 2017 

Later Trial Colour (violet) Die Proof, ABN Imprint Removed 

Plate Proof of Stamp As Issued 
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BLACK  DIE  PROOFS  FOR  JUBILEE  ISSUE 

Reference: Brigham Auction, Jun 2014 

Die Numbers F-10 to F-24 for 1¢ to $5 and F-51 for ½¢ 
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JUBILEE  ISSUE  TO  BE  SENT  TO  POSTMASTERS  

References: LAC website; Philatelic Record, UK, Jun 1897 Circular printed 29-5-97 

• Postmasters are Receiving a 1 Month 

Supply of Jubilee Stamps & Post Cards 

• Requests for Additional Quantities should 

be Made Early as Supplies are Limited 

• Postmasters Must Not Sell Jubilee Stamps 

Until 19 June 

• Postmasters Should Sell Full Sets if 

Requested by the Public 

18 



½¢  &  6¢ JUBILEE  STAMPS  TO  BE  SOLD  IN  FULL  SETS  ONLY 

Reference: LAC website 
Circular printed 24-6-97 

• Postmasters Instructed that ½¢ and 6¢ are 

Restricted to Purchasers of Full Sets Only 

• Requests for Added Sets to be Made as 

Soon as Possible Due to Heavy Demand 

• Postmasters Must Not Break Up Jubilee 

Stamp Sets 

• Jubilee Stamp Issue Will Not Exceed 

Quantities Indicated by PMG in Hansard 
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UNSOLD  JUBILEE  STAMPS  TO  BE  RETURNED   AS  FULL  SETS  ONLY 

Reference: LAC website; Montreal Philatelist, Jun 1901 
Circular printed 28-6-97 

• Postmasters Told that Only Supplied 

Jubilee Stamps May be Returned 

• Postmasters Should Not Exchange 

Low Values for High with Speculators 

• Postmasters Will Not Receive Credit 

for Any Return of Broken Sets 
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JUBILEE  ISSUE  TO  BE  SOLD  IN  PARTIAL  SETS  TO  50¢  AND  TO  $1 

Reference: LAC  website Circular printed 22-7-97 

• Postmasters Told that Supplied Partial Sets from 

½¢ to $1 and to 50¢ Must be Sold as Sets Only 

• Postmasters Will Not Receive Credit for 

Any Return of Broken Sets 

• Postmasters Should Try to Avoid Sales to 

Speculators 

• Jubilee Stamp Supply Received is Based 

on Annual Revenue for Their Post Office 
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JUBILEE  ISSUE  TO  BE  SOLD  IN  PARTIAL  SETS  TO  50¢ 

Reference: LAC website 
Circular printed 9-8-97 

• Postmasters Told that Further Supplied Partial 

Sets from ½¢ to 50¢ Must be Sold as Sets Only 

• Postmasters Will Not Receive Credit for 

Any Return of Broken Sets 

• Postmasters Should Try to Avoid Sales to 

Speculators 

• Jubilee Stamp Supply Received is Based 

on Annual Revenue for Their Post Office 
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SUPPLY  OF  JUBILEE  ISSUE  PARTIAL  SETS  EXHAUSTED 

Reference: C .A. Howes, Canadian Postage Stamps, 1911 

Circular printed September 1897 
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JUBILEE  ISSUE  PLATE  DESTRUCTION 

References: LAC website; LAC Photo POS-2374; C .A. Howes, Canadian Postage Stamps, 1911 

Contemporary Account of Plate Destruction 

from MeKeel’s Weekly Stamp News 

$4 Jubilee Plate Proofs after Plate Defaced 
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Diamond Jubilee Plate Destruction at ABN on 10 September 1897 



JUBILEE ISSUE & SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF SPECULATIVE STAMPS 

References: London Philatelist, May 1895, Nov 1897 

Resolutions Approved: 

Society formed in London, May 1895 supported by Stanley Gibbons, Scott Stamp & Coin, 

Maury, Mekeel, Moens, Senf and other leading stamp dealers, and the APS and RSPL 

Objective: 

Jubilee Issue 

Condemned, Nov 1897: 
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JUBILEE  ALBUM  PRESENTED  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK 

References: Nicholas Courtney, The Queen’s Stamps, Methuen, 2004; Philatelic Record, UK, Sep 1897 
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JUBILEE  ALBUM  PRESENTED  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK 

Reference: Nicholas Courtney, The Queen’s Stamps, Methuen, 2004  27 



JUBILEE  PRESENTATION  ALBUM 

Reference: Brigham Auction, Jun 2014 28 



SPECIMEN  OVERPRINTS 

Reference: Brigham Auction, Jun 2014 29 



LOW  VALUE  JUBILEE  STAMPS 
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HIGH  VALUE  JUBILEE  STAMPS 
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JUBILEE  COMMEMORATIVE  POST  CARD 

References: E. Richardson, Canadian Flag 
Cancellations, 1973; eBay, Jun 2014 

Postmarked Toronto Aug 21 1897 

Postmarked Ottawa Jun 30 1897 
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JUBILEE  PRECANCELS 

Type T Precancels 

Type U Precancels 

Reference: eBay, Jun 2014 33 



JUBILEE  STAMP  VARIETIES 

marks in POST and V, pos 19 

marks in P, unerased guidelines, pos 2 plate damage, pos 15 

marks in R, line extensions in V 

and TEN CENTS, pos 5 

doubling in CANADA 

POSTAGE, scroll, pos 46 
marks in P and portrait oval, pos 3 

34 



References: Canada 1897 Diamond Jubilees (exhibit by Herb McNaught), BNAPS Exhibit Series Book No. 44, Aug 2007; eBay, Jun 2017 

JUBILEE  PERFINS 

WJG - WJ Gage as vertical perfin cancelled Toronto Sep 14 1897 

SLA Co – Sun Life Assurance Co as horizontal perfin 

Only these two companies are 

known to have applied perforated 

insignia to Jubilee stamps 
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References: Canada 1897 Diamond Jubilees (exhibit by Herb McNaught), BNAPS Exhibit Series Book No. 44, Aug 2007; Brigham Auction, Jun 2014; eBay Nov 2017 

JUBILEE  STAMP  BISECTS 

Crossborder Newspaper Wrapper cancelled Cascade BC 

NO 6 ‘97 

Genuine Use (stamp shortage) or Contrived 

(philatelically inspired)? 
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Typographed 

PLATE  PROOF  FORGERIES 

Typographed 

Reference: LAC, Eastern Auctions, Jun 2017 

“Master Die” Genuine 
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PLATE  PROOF  BLOCK  FORGERY 

Reference: eBay, Nov 2017 

Modern inkjet forgery 
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Engraved forgery with fake Toronto 6 roller cancel 

FORGERIES  OF  ISSUED  STAMPS 

References: LAC; Sparks Auction, May 2017; Eastern Auction Jun 2017 

Lithographed forgery with fake 7 ring cancel Modern inkjet forgery 

8¢ stamp altered to $4 with fake roller cancel 

Genuine stamp with fake crown cancel 

39 



CINDERELLA  LABELS 

Reference: https://www.stampcommunity.org/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=25278 

British Souvenir Labels 

Created and Sold in 1897 
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FANTASY  COVER 

Reference: http://www.askmeaboutstamps.com/ 

Modern Creation by Gerald King, a British Philatelic Artist 
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QUEEN  ELIZABETH II  DIAMOND  JUBILEE  STAMP  IMITATION 

Reference: http://www.jorgeperal.com 

Jorge Peral Engraving QEII for $20 Canadian Banknote 

Engraved by Jorge Peral of CBN 

42 



FURTHER  READING 

Boggs, Winthrop S., The Postage Stamps and Postal History of Canada, vol I, II, Chambers Publishing, Kalamazoo MI, 1945 

 

Howes, Clifton A., Canadian Postage Stamps and Stationery, New England Stamp Co, Boston MA, 1911 

 

Canada 1897 Diamond Jubilees, Herb McNaught, BNAPS Exhibit Series Book No. 44, August 2007 

 

Encyclopedia of British Empire Postage Stamps, vol V, Part II (Canada), Robson Lowe Ltd, London, 1973 

 

Library and Archives Canada Postal Archives website: 

  http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/archivianet/020117/020117030102_e.html 

 

McFetridge, Chris, Canadian Philately blog: 

  http://canadianphilately.blogspot.ca/2015/09/the-1897-diamond-jubilee-issue.html 

 

Lundeen, Glen, BNA Proofs, website: 

  http://www.bnaproofs.com/can-jubilee.html 

 

 

43 


